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The Influence of Firmness on the Peeling Properties of Peaches
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Yamanashi Fruits Experiment station, Ezohara, Yamanashi 405-0043,Japan

Current address:

Tokyo Development Foundation for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Summary

Until now, there has been no research regarding the peeling of peaches, and there is no knowledge of differences in
peeling between cultivars or the factors involved. Therefore, in relation to the main peach varieties cultivated in
Yamanashi Prefecture and 'Kaitoukal7 ', we investigated the influence of fruit hardness on peelability and the
presence or absence of differences between varieties.

The results revealed that there was a strong negative correlation between fruit hardness and peelability for all
varieties, and that peelability increased rapidly when fruit hardness fell below 1.5 kg. Because the fruit hardness of
'Kaitoukal7' did not decrease below 1.5 kg, it was thought that this variety had low peelability.

Upon comparing the peelability of each variety of fruit with a fruit hardness of 1.5 kg or less, it was found that
'Hikawahakuho' had the highest peelability, and 'Akatsuki' had the lowest. From this, it may be possible to conclude
that there are differences in the degree of peelability depending on the variety, and that factors such as the density of
the pulp also have an effect.
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