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Problem: I have a lot of old textbooks in my room! What should I do?

A: 1 think you should give them to people in poor countries. One math textbook in Edo period
was used for over 100 years. So, your textbooks will also be used for a long time in foreign
countries.

B: You said we should give our textbooks to people in poor countries, but how about textbooks
written in Japanese? We should give our textbooks people in Japan as people in Edo did.

C: I agree A’s opinion. I can understand what B said, but we have textbooks of math or physics.
They can be used by foreigners. Children in poor countries don’t have much money to buy
textbooks although they want to study. So, I agree A’s opinion.
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A: I think you should give them to people in poor countries. One math textbook in Edo period
was used for over 100 years. So, your textbooks will also be used for a long time in foreign
countries.
B: I think so, too. We should give our textbooks to people in difficult situations.
C: I agree to both of you. Children in poor countries don’t have much money to buy textbooks
although they want to study. So, we should send our textbooks to poor countries.
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Today’s Goal : Through the interaction with teachers or other students, you can
express your opinions with a reason or an example in English.
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Dialog (shorter & easier version)

Ariizumi: Hi, Olivia. The new lesson has just begun. Are you interested in the Edo period in
Japan?

Olivia: Sure, but what is the main point in the lesson? Are we going to learn about kind of
history in Japan?

A: Actually, we are going to learn about a sustainable society in the Edo period.

0O: That sounds interesting! Did Japanese people achieve a sustainable society such a long
time ago?

A: According our textbook, yes. What do you imagine when you hear the word,
“sustainable”?

O: Well, T imagine recycling. Recycling is one of the most important things for a sustainable
society, isn't it?

A: I'm sure it is. What kind of activities do you know?

O: In America, we pick up garbage from the ocean and create new things, such as clothes,

bags, and jewelry. We also buy items which we can reuse.

A: Sounds great! I have heard we have a lot of garbage in the sea.
O: Yes, plastic garbage is one of our major environmental problem. How about in Japan?
A: Well, these days, we use eco bags when we go shopping. It's because people have

learned plastic bags are bad for our environment.

0O: Small things can save the earth, right?

A: Definitely. However, I was shocked to hear that Japan has a lower percentage of recycling
among major countries in the world.

O: Really? Why?

A: Because we burns a lot of garbage instead of recycling it.

O: I didn't know that.

A: Your country has also lower percentage of recycling. Both of our countries have a serious
problem on how to deal with garbage.

O: That shocked me. I have believed our countries are leading the world.

A: So, we have to think our problems again. Let’s learn about it from our textbook with
students!

O: Sure! What should we learn first?

Questions:
1. What is one thing which they were not talking about?

2. Why is the recycling rate low in Japan?



