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Development of a simple fence trap for sika deer using commercially available materials

Junpei OCHI

Summary : This study focused on three main points: (1) easy set up and operation of a fence trap;
(2) easy to obtain the fence trap material; and (3) efficient capture of sika deer. Subsequently, a study
was conducted on “Sika deer attracted capture using a simple fence trap using commercially available
materials” The fence trap was designed using a single pipe, fall prevention net, and other materials that
can be purchased at home centers and building material stores for 100,000 yen or less. Moreover, we
designed a remote closure device that can monitor and close a trap from approximately 150 m away.
The attraction and capture tests were subsequently performed on ranch pasture in Takao, Minami Alps,
Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan.

In the sika deer attraction test, one cube of hay was placed inside and outside the trap twice a week
(Tuesday and Friday), and the hay foraging was recorded by an automatic camera. In the capture test, the
number of individuals attracted and their location in the trap were confirmed, and capture was performed
as appropriate. From the test results, we confirmed that even a simple fence trap using commercially
available materials can securely contain sika deer, and that even twice a week feeding can provide

sufficient means of attraction.
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